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There is a great difference between human believing and Divine Faith. The one is a matter of the 
head; the other is a matter of the heart. Every human being has the faculty to examine evidence with 
his mind and to believe what such evidence points to or supports if he chooses. Such natural "faith" 
is exercised by most humans every day, and is actually necessary fo get along in the world. However, 
we must not confuse such natural believing with Divinely imparted Faith, 


Only Divinely imparted Faith can save us and enable us to live the Christian life. Paul says that 
we are saved by grace through faith, and that such faith is not of ourselves but a gift of God (Ep hes. 
2:8). In Gal. 2:20, Paul declares that Christ lives in him, and that the lifehe lives is by the faith 
OF the Son of God, Jesus had promised before He went to the cross that He would send the Holy Sprit 
and that one of theministries of the Holy Spirit would be to "take of mine and show (fransmit) it unto 
you" (John 16:14-15), So when we are ready, the Holy Spiritimparts to us the very faith that Jesus 
had~-Divine Faith. !n anticipation of this, Jesus spoke to his disciples in Mark 11:22 to "have the 
faith OF God." That's the way it reads from the literal Greek, even though most translations render 
it "have faith IN God." It was notjust faith in God that Jesus envisioned His disciples having, but 
the very faith that He Himself exercised-~HIS faith inus by the ministry of the Holy Spirit. Certainly 
such Divine faith has not yet been perfectedin us, but it has been imparted to us (if we are truly saved 
or born anew). 


In Heb. 12:2, we read that Jesus is the “author and finisher (perfector) of faith." Therefore the 
faith which He has implanted in us must be developed, matured, and brought to its fullness or perfec- 
tion. But we have His promise in Phil. 1:6 expressed by these words of Paul: "For | am confident of 
this very thing, that He whobegan a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus." 
In this article | will seek to show just how such Divine Faith is imparted and developed in us. 


To understand the three elements of Divine Faith, we turn to the parable found in Mt. 13:1-8, the 
interpretation of which Jesus gives in 13:18-23. In this parable three elements are evident: the SOW- 
ER, the SEED, and the SOIL. We know that the SOWER is Jesus Himself, forin another parable deal- 
ing with sowing, Jesus says that “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man" (Mt. 13:37). He 
declares that the S EED is the WORD of the kingdom (13:19), and the SOIL is the Human heart (13:19). 
In this comparison to the natural process of sowing seed in the soil, we know that no farmer goes out and 
berates the soil for not producing what he wants, ordemands that the soil produce apart from his own 
act of imparting seed to the soil. He is responsible for sowing the seed in the soil so that the soil can 
bring forth fruit, Soil can only bring forth weeds of itself. In the same way the carnal human heart is 
incapable of bringing forth anything acceptable unto God of itself. The heart is desperately wicked 
and deceitful (Jer. 17:9) and canonly bring forth the "weeds" called the “works of the flesh" (Gal. 
5:19-21). There must be an impartation of Divine Life through Divine Faith. And THAT Godcan and 
WILL do when the conditons are right. This we will get to shortly. 


Just as soil is enabled to produce through the impartation of seed, so does faith come through 
hearing (receiving) the WORD of God. Paul says that "faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the 
Word of God" (Rom. 10:17). There is POWER in the Word to generate Divine Faith in the human heart. 
But the KEY toits effectivenessis the “soil conditon" of the human heart. In the parable we are con- 
sidering in Mt. 13, there is only one varible factor--the SOIL. The Sower, Jesus Christ, changes 
not; He is the same yesterday, today, and forever (Heb. 13:8). The Word of God is ever the same; for- 
ever settled in heaven (Psalm 119:89). But the Sower sowed the Seed on different kinds of soil, and 
the results were drastically difterent. 
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Let us nowconsider this question. WHO is responsible for the condition of thesoil? If God has 
the power to impart Divine Faith, does He do su arbitrarily, choosing to give Faith to some andnot to 
others? Or must the soll conditon of the heart beprepared? Before dealing with these questions, we 
need ‘o note the scriptures that indicate withoura question thai God requires heart faith, and not 
iust head believing. But what does it say? The Word is near yeu, in yourimouth and in your heart-- 
that is, the word of faith which we are preaching, that if you confesswith your mouth Jesus as Lord, 
and believe in your heart thet God raised Hira from the dead, you shail be saved; for with the heart 
nan believes unto righteousness, und with the mouth confesici: is made unto salvation,” (Rom, 10:8- 
10), This corresponds with the fact thet in the parable of Mt, 33, the seed was sown in the heart. 





As we seek to answer the questions raised above, let's go to Hebrews, chapters 3&4, where three 


times a certain admonition is repeated: “Today if thouhear His voice, harden notyour hearts" (3:7, 15, 
4:7). This warning not to “harden” one's heart indicates tha? each individual controls the hardness or 
softness of his heart. This is where the parallel between the natural and spiritual is nota perfect com- 
parison, because soi! does nothave « will of its own and we humans do. We can RESIST the Word- 
seed cf the Lord. However, the Lord as the Husbandman and Sower DCES have the power to help pre- 
rare the soi! of our hearts through His providential dealings i experiences and circumstances of our 
lives. He KNOWS what will eventually “get through” to us, if that ispossible. But we still have the 
ability through our own WILL to harden orsoften our hearts ender His dealings, and to open our hearts 
to RECEIVE the Seed of His Word, Thus we can see that though God alone has the power to impart Di- 
vine Faith to the heart, He does not do so arbitrarily or capriciously, but according to fixed principles 
of “soil preparation", and our own free will. 


In the parable of Mt. 13, there are four different kinds of soil mentioned: hard, rocky, thorny, and 

-good, alt indicating different heart conditions in humans. —The hard -soilalong theread-did-not-+recieve—— - 
the seed at all, and the birdscame and devoured it, pichwing the human heart which ishardened to 

the truth ond susceptible to Satanic devices (birds)-- 13:4, 19, The rocky and thorny ground indicates 

there were no lasting results (13:5-7, 20-23), Also there was even adifference in the good ground, as 

some produced 30 fold, some 60 fold and some 100 fold (13:8, 23). And the only explanation is that 
preparation and /or fertility of the soils was different, for the soil is the only variable factor in our 
Divine-Faith equation; Sower, Seed and Soil, Thus even among Christians there is a difference in the 

degree of spiritual depth and of fruit brought forth, 


Before considering further factors concerning the soil condition of hearts, | want to forcus on a real 
liberation truth concerning the sower ond the seed. If you can just grasp this truth, it will free you 
from the misconcepiion held by so many Christians, and voiced by one of the servantsin the parable of 
the poundsas recorded in Luke 19. Jesus said a certain nobleman gave each of his servants one pound 
before leaving on a journey and told them to “occupy till | come" (19:12-13). Two of the servants used 
their pounds in such a way that they were multiplied, and they received a commendation from their 
Master when he returned (19:15-19). The third, however, had a WRONG CONCEPT of his Master, and 
that wrong concept kept him from benefiting from what had been given to him, so that he lost it. His 
wrong concept is stated in 19:21: "For | feared thee, because thou art an austere man: Thou takest up 
that which thou layesi not down, and reapest that which thou dist not sow." Let's consider this s tate- 
ment and its falseness. First, no farmer is stupid enough to try to reap where he has not sown. Our 
wonderful Lord is not an “austere” person-~that is unreasonable, unfair, demanding of us that which 
we cannot produce. Yet this is the exact concept that many nominal Christians have of God, and ! 
want fo show that this wrong concept, based upon FEAR (19:21), HINDERS many from receiving the 
seed of Divine Faith into their hearts, Note the confession of the fearful servant in 19:20: “Lord, be- 
hald, here is thy pound, which | have kept laid up in anapkin, for i feared thee." The Greek word 


translated "napkin" in this passage means a towel for wiping the face,or binding the face of a corpse. 
The two other places where it is found in the N.T., if ts used in the Ictter sense, that of binding the 
face ofacorpse (see John 11:44, 20:7). Thus it is associated with the head and death, Remember that 
the seed which produces faith is sown in the heart. But if we keep the truth bound up in our heads 
(through fear or mis~conceptions about God) andnot let it take ROOT in the HEART, then it can only 
result in stagnation and death, Head acceptance of certain facts (usuaily with certain reservations) is 


a far cry from heart faith, produced trhough gladly receiving the truth deep within. 








Let this liberating truth take hold of your heart: the Lord does NOT try to reap where He hasn't 
sown. His expectation of fruit from our lives is based solely on what HE has sowed in our hearts, IF 
we have been willing to let His truth take root there. This brings us back fo the soi! condition of our 
hearts. We can harden or soften our hearts as we have seen. The willingness, or receptivity, to let 
the Word-seed make cn entrance is expressed in tne words used by Jesus: "He that hath ears to hear, 
let him hear" (Mark 4:9). But for the seed fo really take root, there must be the soll ingredients of 
heart~repentance, and the willingness to humble ourselves before the Lord. A person can believe 
certain facts without repentance, but Divine Faith and life cannct take root in the heart without true 
repentance, This is the essential difference between many nominal Christians who are just head-be- 
lievers, and those Christians who are heart-receivers (who have been born anew~-regenerated within 
through the reception of Divine Faith and life). 


However, even among those bern anew, there are different levels of receptivity to the continuing 
revelation from God's Word, and there are ever deepening levels of repentance and surrender among 
those who are seeding a closer and more meaningful walk with the Lord. Thus the soil conditon of 
each heart varies, with the result that the fruit of Divine Faith, as well as other spiritual fruits, is 
greater in some than others. Another ingredient is the degree to whichwe humble ourselves before 
the Lord. We are reminded in James 4:6 that “God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to the hum- 
ble." Since "grace" is God working IN us to accomplish all He has purposed, including the imparta- 
tion and development of Divine Faith, it behooves us to see that without this important "soil" ingred- 


ient, there isa “resistance” set up in us and in God which impedes the Word~seed of Faith and its 
growth, 


There are cther hindrances which we will only note briefly. The parable of the Sower in Mt. 13 
speaks of the “rocky” and "thorny" soils and what they signify. Jesus clearly states that the rocks or 
stones in the soilrepresent the trials and persecutions which arise because of the Word causing offens- 
es or stumblings to take place. The Greek word tronslated “offended” in 13:21 means literally “to 
stumble", and itis the "stones" of certain trial that come info our lives because of what others do to 
us that cause us to stumble, and we “fall down” so to speak and are HURT. Such hurts and "bruises" 
can then fester in our lives and poison us, hindering God's working in usand even causing the Word- 
seed to “dry up" and not take firm root that it might bring forth fruit. This whole subject of the 
"bruises" of [ife, their cause and cure is dealt with in my booklet called "Healing for Your Bruises" 
which you are welcome to request if you do not have it. Then in Mt, 13:22, Jesus mentions soil that 
was filled with "thorns". Such, He said, represent the "cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of 
riches" which "choke the Word, and he becometh unfruitful." Yes, how much the "soils" of people's 
hearts are affected by such worldly cares ard deceitful desires, even in the livesof born-again Christ- 
ians. Every born-again Christian HAS Divine Faith; he could not be saved without it. But you should 
be able to see by now how much the soil condition of the heart affects the degree of fruitfulness and 
maturity being developed within each one. From the consideration of the different soil condi tons of 
the heart let us now go to the matter of Divine Faith itself, and how it manifests. 


In Gal, 5:22, Faith is called one of the FRUITS of the Spirit; that is, it ts something produced in 


See es 


strong faith. The apostle John says: “Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence 
toward God." He also assures us that “if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart;" that 
is, He is able to remove the condemnation through forgiveness and cleansing. See 1 John 3:20-21. 


5. Divine Faith brings inner REST. "For we which have believed do enter into rest... There remain- 
eth therefore a rest to the people of God. For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased 
from his own works, as God did from His" (Heb. 4:3, 9-10). Jesus spoke of this “rest when He said, 
"Take My yoke upon youand learn of me. ..and ye shall find rest unto your souls” (Mt. 11:29). This 
"rest" is a part of God's promised inheritance for us, typified by the promised land of Canaan (see 
Deut. 12:9, and read all of chaps. 3 & 4 of Hebrews), but we "possess" it only as we "hear His voice" 
and obey it(Heb. 3:7-8, 15, 4:7), letting the Word-seed take root in our heart, ceasing from our own 
soulish strivings and our own works, taking the yoke (will) of Christ and learning His ways, and then 
trusting His Divine Faith to work IN us and THROUGH us to HIS glory. From the simple rest of salva~ 
tion, we can go to ever deepening levels of true inner sublime REST, ad His faith grows in us, and as 
we “enter in" to our inheritance of possessing HIM, in all the riches of His grace and glory, with an 
inner assurance, dynamic, and serenity which only His faith, love and presence can bring. Jesus was 


at REST in the midst of the storm, and we can have that same rest because of His Faith in us (see Mark 
4:36-40), 


6. Divine Faith PRAISES God for the answer even before it comes. It sees from God's perspective 
and reckons that which has not come to pass as though it already were, for God "calleth those things 
which be not as though they were" (Rom. 4:17). When God made promise to Abraham He said: "| 
have made thee a father of many nations." God considered it already done, even though Abraham 
did not even have a son at the time of the promise. Of Abraham the divine record says, "And being 
not weak in faith, he considerednot his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, 
neither the deadness of Sara's womb. He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was 
strong in faith, giving glory to God; and being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was 
able alse to perform" (Rom. 4:19-21), Notice that he was "giving glory to God;" that is, praising 
Him for the promise before it came. PRAISE is the language of faith. A bird cannot ascend into the 
heavens if one wing is not functioning; it takes both wings. God has given us the two wings of prayer 
and praise to ascend to Him; BOTH must be functioning. Paul says "with thanksgiving let your re- 
quests be made known unto God" (Phil, 4:6), Jesus says in Mk. 11:24, “What things soever ye desire, 
when ye pray, believe that yereceive them, and ye shall have them." We are tobelieve thatwe have 
already received what we pray for, and the real evidence that such faith isoperative is PRAISE. So 
stop complaining and start offering up the sacrifice of praise continually (Heb. 13:15, Ps. 34:1), giving 
God glory for His answers, which He will fulfill in His own time and way. 


7. Divine Faith CONFESSES the truth. Three times in Rom. 10, Paul declares that we are to confess 
with our mouths what we believe in our Fearts. "The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in 
thy heart... that if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart 
that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved, for with the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation” (10:8-10). In 11 Cor. 4:13 Paul 
says, "We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, | believed, and therefore have 
| spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak." We must watch our words, speaking what God has 
said--declaring His truth, instead of confessing our doubts, fears, misgivings, complaints, etc. In 
Mt, 12:37 Jesus declares the principle that "by thy words thou shalt be justified (or acquitted), and by 
thy words thou shalt be condemned." Our words, when declaring and confessing the truth of God can 
set us free, but when confessing the negative and false can bring condemnation and bondage. In Heb. 
10:35 we are admonished: “Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompense of 
reward," The Greek word translated "confidence" here, means literally "all out-spokenness;" that is, 








are 


response to that request Jesus spoke a parable. Read it in 17:7-1G, There are two keys: (1) Faithfully 
performing our duties of service to the Master as His undeserving servants (17:7, 10), and (2) Minister- 
ing to the Lord personally by providing something for Him to "sup" on (17:8). Just how do we prepare a 
table for Him that He may “eat'? Without going into detail, | believe it is our love and devotion ex- 
pressed to Him, in the praises of our hearts and lips ascending to Him, with much worship and adora- 

tion, that "feeds" His heart of love. When we serve Him faithfully, going beyond the call of duty if 
necessary, and spend much time in spreading His "table" with our love and worship, then He will be 
faithful to “water” the soil of our hearts with His refreshing presence, and shed abroad the sunshine of 
His love in our hearts, so that the conditions will be right for Faith to grow and flourish. 


{ will close with an admonition from Jer. 4:3: “For thus saith the Lord to the men of Judah and 
Jerusalem, Break up the fallow ground." Fallow ground is that which is untilled or neglected. Be- 
loved, if you are a childof God you have Faith implanted in your heart, but the soil of your heart may 
be in a state of neglect; it may need to be broken or stirred up. Today, if you have heard His voice in 
this article, harden not your heart, but YIELD; fall on your knees before Him and ask Him to do a work 
within, that your heart-soil may be further conditioned by His wondrous grace, and that His Faith may 
be given room to come forth in increasing fruitfulness. Amen! 
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‘Dear Friends in Christ: 


Rather than use an extra sheet for aletter this time, | will postpone some things | would like to say 
untul the next mailing. Hope thismessage on the "Three Elements of Faith" is a blessing to you. The 
reprint booklet, "Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord" and the Food Storage information has been mailed 
out to those who requested. If you were left out, please let us know. 


One more importantmatter. Some on the mailing list we have not heard from in several years. If 
the box at the close of this paragraph is checked we need to hear from you to know of your continued 
interest. There is no obligation, but please drop us a line and let us know if you wich to continue to re- 
ceive these mailings. Thank you. (7 


Yours in Christ, 


hee Hla 


